9/7/70 


Dear Gary, 

We enjoyed Mary’s visit very much* I to&k her to Dulles for a plane 

that sh6uld have ner home by now* I was able to get to know her better as we all 

relaxed, and she is as sharp as yo.u said* Also as nice. She is, alas, also 
very loaded with troubles, and tney are not easy ones to besr or solve* She has 
more reason than most ®eople to be embittered, but I think: she will not be* We 
just chatted most of toe time, she got a little sun (I think cured a cold), a 
little burn, a little rest. I hope land think) the visit wa3 good for her. It 
was for us, too, and came at the best possible* time, 7/itb nothing breathing down 
my neck, when I could do nothing aboutntne problems to which 1 snail now nave 
to address myself. I hope she and Buck can come up soon, before the weather 
gets rougher than tuey are used to. I suggested 8iid recommended Mdian Summer. 

I think she got to know us a bit better, although I suspect she was 

rather prejudiced in our favor in advance. 

Shexis a very generous person, bub does not easily accept small favors 
from others. She'll have to lose thah hangup* If the arrangements for Jimmy go 
throggh, they’ll all be better off. They would seem to be best for him, too. 

She worries more than she shows. I think I see little reflections of 
it, like washing trie bathing suit Ml loaned her out by hand before she left. 

Ml could have thrown it in tne automatic washer on tn ex neet load. 

Lil, who does not take to people easily, likes her ver$ much. She 
didn’t have to tell me {though sne did), for Lil cannot mask her feelings, 
and she ah so mskes no effort to. 

We did discuss "?/ork" a little. I gave her a brief idea of v/hat I T m 
into, what 1 plan, what x hope to achieve by these things, and showed her a few 
of the things of which sfie had no knowledge* 

She told me that she and Sylvia finally figured Dave out and that 
Sylvi8 is going to "fix" him. I fear this 7/ill also ruin him and expressed 
strong opposition to it. Mary felt the same v/ey and is going to tackle Sylvia, 
as I also will. There is little to be gained by ruining Dave^end I think 
whatever she does will drive him too far past the point that x fear is so close 
already. In Sylvia’s case, although I shall not undertake to explain it to her, 
her own bull-headedness and whatever the things she has on younger men is are in 
part responsible. She had every reason to to trust Dave and would not find out 
if there were reasons of which she had no knowledge. 

I am not unppeeasantly surprised at tne coming to pass of wnat is 
indicated in "The El Biri Emissary" and "El Biri Again", which yob. may remember 
from COUP, Demanding Sirhan’s release after toot §80,000,000 destriction ana 
jeopardizing all those lives will not persuade tnstbthere was no conspiracy. I 
used pater Mrhan as my source for predicting retaliation, and it is out of 
FRaMEHP. ho waver, having the feel for what may come makes me feel better about 
my work when I wrote books as newspapers are written, with none of the protection 
of the transitory character of the daily press and all of the liability of books. 

Think I’l try and write Sylvia before approaching bedtime. 


hchpe you are well 


